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Welcome to the Sahel Beating Famine
Conference, 2019!
BACKGROUND

West Africa, especially the Sahel, continues to be vulnerable to the impact of largescale land and water degradation, soil infertility, climate change and population growth
and lack of socio-economic opportunities. They are raising the likelihood of increased
chronic, acute malnutrition and insecurity in the region.
To address this situation, a number of organizations have employed farmer-managed
natural regeneration (FMNR) and other evergreening and restoration initiatives, in a
number of countries (e.g. Niger, northern Ghana, Mali, Burkina Faso, and Senegal),
building on a history over more than 20 years of some remarkable successes of
environmental and agricultural restoration. These successes are making West Africa into
a world leader of the land restoration movement.
It is estimated that FMNR has spread to 21 million hectares in the West African Sahel.
An assessment of restoration opportunities in the Great Green Wall core intervention
area has projected the need of restoring 10 million ha/year by 2030 if we are to achieve
the 2030 Agenda in the Sahara and the Sahel region. A combination of sustainable
management and restoration strategies now exist, including FMNR, agroforestry tree
planting, and sustainable land and water/soil management practices, to restore the
productivity of the production systems (crops, pastoral and forest landscapes). But
while cost-effective and appropriate interventions are available, they are not yet widelyenough known and applied.
World Vision and the World Agroforestry (ICRAF) have worked together, with the
support and co-sponsorship of numerous collaborating organisations, to host Beating
Famine conferences in Nairobi, Kenya in April 2012, and in Lilongwe, Malawi in April
2015. Together, in conjunction with WV Mali, the ICRAF Sahel Office, The EverGreening
Global Alliance, and with FAO, UNDP, SOS Sahel, OxFam, CRS, Sahel Eco, and many other
organizations, this third conference is being convened in Bamako, Mali, from 26-28
February 2019. Participation from over 400 representatives from national governments,
international NGOs, UN agencies, regional institutions, CBOs, research institutions,
financial and technical partners, private sector and international specialist organizations
is anticipated.
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OBJECTIVES

The conference is intended to join multiple organizations and efforts into a more
impactful movement. Through this conference, we seek to draw attention to, and
generate support for, the African Forest Landscapes Restoration Initiative (AFR100) and
its goal of restoring 100 million hectares of degraded land, as well as to the Great Green
Wall for the Sahara and the Sahel Initiative, and the UN Action Plan for the Sahel.
The conference builds on the efforts and successes of key programs in the region such
as World Vision and Groundswell International’s ‘Eco Agriculture in the African Sahel’
project in Mali, Burkina Faso and Ghana, and the EC-funded project on Scaling-Up
EverGreen Agriculture’ in eight countries, the EC-AU-FAO supported Action Against
Desertification project in support of the Great Green Wall, and the “Building Resilience
in Africa Drylands Project” implemented by FAO with partners.
More specifically, the objectives sought are to:

•

Share existing successful restoration strategies and seek to develop roadmaps
for subsequent national-level FMNR and evergreening/restoration planning
processes

•

Formalize an evergreening movement in West Africa using the appropriate
restoration strategies, which will link on-the-ground realities and implementers
with government institutions, policies, and strategies, and with the support and
guidance of international donors for widespread land restoration (galvanizing
support for the AFR100 Initiative, the Great Green Wall, Land Degradation
Neutrality, and the UN Action Plan for the Sahel).

•

Create a supportive network of practitioners to support further spread FMNR
on farmlands, adopt assisted natural regeneration on degraded rangelands and
forestlands, and other restoration strategies including agroforestry tree planting,
within West Africa, and to share lessons from and to other regions.

•

Provide a platform to reflect on and disseminate key successes and challenges
of the spread of evergreening and restoration strategies in West Africa, extract
lessons applicable in other regions, and tracking the impact comprehensively.

•

Mobilize technical & financial partners to expand the evergreening movement,
with donors and governments committing new funds to scale up activities in all
of the Sahelian countries and in the sahelian zones of the West African coastal
countries.

•

Further raise awareness and enthusiastic participation in massive land restoration
processes within the region and globally.
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THEMES

The themes for the conference sessions include:
The regeneration and sustainable management of rangeland/pastoral landscapes

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Meeting the AFR100 restoration commitments cost-effectively at a mass scale
– the role of natural regeneration and evergreening/agroforestry practices
The role of FMNR and evergreening as a window to managing conflict,
reducing migration and promoting youth employment
Improved soils for improved lives – how FMNR & agroforestry area contribute
to better soils
How to massively accelerate the scaling-up of Land Restoration in the Sahel
Shifting public and donor investment to regreening
Sustainable wood fuel for household energy production
Tracking the spread – tools and systems for monitoring the spread of FMNR
& land restoration successes
Land restoration for resilience building, climate change adaptation, drought
management
Agroecology in the drylands
Land Restoration for food security and nutrition
Mass media and communications role in scaling-up: radio, participatory
videos, national media.
Building up evidence on economic benefits from agroforestry and FMNR
Uncovering the hidden costs of conventional versus agroecological cotton
production
Value chains and business development in tree-based systems
Scaling-up for land restoration with a focus on water
Leveraging into the policy enabling environment to support NRM and
agroforestry scaling-up
Urgent, short term relief efforts, disaster risk reduction - short term
emergency relief efforts, eg connecting FMNR and evergreen agriculture to
food relief programs
Massive scaling-up through the Great Green Wall
Empowering women and youth in land restoration
Training on using economic valuation to inform integrated planning for
ecosystem management and influence policy, and
Capacity-building for scaling-up land restoration through an EverGreening
Africa Leadership Academy
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This third and most prominent in the series of Beating Famine Conferences will
be focusing on proven successes that hold great promise for land regeneration
and sustainable, intensified food production, to be taken to massive scale.
Beating Famine Sahel will highlight solutions to increasing and sustaining the production
systems of smallholder farmers across the region, and the important successes that have
been achieved in addressing the urgent challenges. It will be profiling the solutions that
have been proven at scale, and that can be a major source of opportunity for massive
scaling-up to reach millions more of the most vulnerable populations.
This conference follows on from the highly successful Nairobi (2012) and Lilongwe (2015)
editions, and will celebrate the region’s outstanding re-greening successes, particularly
through farmer-managed natural regeneration. Conference delegates will be inspired to
build on these successes to co-develop the trailblazing pathways that will dramatically
transform Africa’s drylands and help them reach their full potential.
We expect great outcomes from this conference, given the interest and participation
from so many international organizations, governments, donors, farmers’ organizations
and the NGO community. We aim to ensure that scientifically-proven and grassroots
solutions combine with enabling policies and supportive institutions. The next three
days offer you the opportunity to be connected with this land restoration movement.
You will hear from inspiring speakers and organisations and be able to share your
insights and experience.
Please use this time to learn, share knowledge and network for future collaboration so
that this conference can become a catalyst for scaling up action and results in the Sahel,
West Africa and beyond.
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Day 1 – Tuesday 26th February 2019
9.00

10.30
11.00
Thematic
Sessions
Set 1

12.30
13.30
Thematic
Sessions
Set 2

15.00
15.30
Thematic
Sessions
Set 3

17.00
18.00

Opening Plenary - Baobab Grand Ballroom
Welcome and Introductions
Gathering Perspectives
Objectives
Conference Flow, Themes and Expected Outcomes
Morning Tea
Baobab Room 1
1. Tracking the
spread: Tools
and systems
for monitoring
the spread of
FMNR & land
restoration
successes
Lunch
Baobab Room 1
5. Capacity
Building for
Scaling up
Landscape
Restoration

Evening Tea
Karite Room
9. The role of
mass media and
communications
in scaling-up
land restoration

Baobab Room 2
2. Value chains
and business
development
in tree-based
systems

Balanzan Room
3. Building
up evidence
on economic
benefits from
agroforestry
and FMNR

Karite Room
4. Investing
for rangelands
restoration:
Challenges and
implication
for food and
nutritional
security

Baobab Room 2
6. Training on
using economic
valuation to
inform integrated
planning for
ecosystem
management and
influence policy

Balanzan Room
7. Improved
soils for
improved lives
– how FMNR
& agroforestry
contribute to
better soils

Karite Room
8. Restoring
drylands and
empowering
small holder
farmers:
Lessons from
the Drylands
Development
Programme

Balanzan Room
10. Connecting
FMNR and
evergreen
agriculture
to food relief
programs

Baobab Room 2
11. Training on
using economic
valuation
to inform
integrated
planning for
ecosystem
management
and influence
policy
Plenary Daily Summary Session - Baobab Grand Ballroom
Learning from Sessions 1-8
Input to Conference Declaration
Visit Exhibits and Posters

Baobab Room 1
12. How to
massively
accelerate the
scaling-Up of
land restoration
in the Sahel
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Day 2 – Wednesday 27th February 2019
8.30
Thematic
Session
Set 4

Baobab Room 1
13. Agroecology
in practice in the
Sahel

10.00
10.30

Morning Tea
Plenary High-Level Session - Baobab Grand Ballroom
Key Note Presentation
High Level Panel

12.30
13.30

Lunch
Baobab Room 1
17. Leveraging
Thematic the policy
Sessions enabling
Set 5
environment
to support the
Scaling-up of
land restoration
for food
security

15.00
15.30

Afternoon Tea
Baobab Room 1
22. Land
Thematic restoration
Session
for resilience
Set 6
building, CC
adaptation
& drought
management

17.00
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Balanzan Room
14. Strategies
for empowering
women and youth
to engage in land
restoration

Baobab Room 2
18. How can
sustainable
wood energy
production
complement
FMNR approaches
and contribute to
Forest Landscape
Restoration
(AFR100) goals?

Baobab Room 2
23. Towards
more
sustainable
cotton
production in
West Africa
-- the case of
Benin

Karite Room
15. Case study: the
experience of Sahel
Eco in promoting
FMNR in Mali

Flamboyant
Room
19. Land
restoration
and food
nutrition

Balanzan
Room
24. Climate
smart
agroforestry
technologies
up- scaling
and resilience
building in
Mali

Baobab Room 2
16. Unearthing
synergies: land
restoration and the
transformation of
pastoralist-farmer
conflict

Balanzan
Room
20. Largescale
restoration
and water
mobilization
for resilience
building,
climate
change
adaptation
and drought
management
Karite Room
25. Land
restoration
for disaster
risk
reduction
and
resilience

Plenary Daily Summary Session - Baobab Grand Ballroom
Learning from Sessions 9-16
Second Round Inputs to Conference Declaration
Motivating the Movement

Karite
Room
21. Shifting
public
and donor
investment
to
regreening

Flamboyant
Room
26. The
business of
restoring
degraded
lands: taking
successes
to scale and
unlocking
finances
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Day 3 – Thursday 28th February 2019
9.00

Plenary Summary Session and Stage Setting
Learning from Sessions 17-24
Stage Setting for Action Plans Panel of Experience from Core Evergreen
Countries

10.30

Morning Tea

11.00

Structured Sahelian Regional and Country Action Planning

12.30

Lunch

13.30

Plenary Session
Sharing Our Future Plans

15.00

Evening Tea

15.30

Plenary Closing Session
Adopting the Declaration
Celebration and High-Level Closing

17:00

Close
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Beating Famine Conference Opening High-Level
Plenary Session
10.30 am – 12.30 pm, Wednesday, 27 February
Baobab Grand Ballroom

Moderator: Mounkeila Goumandakoye

Setting the Stage
Dr Dennis Garrity, Drylands Ambassador, UNCCD & Chair, Global EverGreening
Alliance

Brief Statements
Mr Achim Steiner, Administrator, UNDP
Dr José Graziano da Silva, Director General, FAO, Rome (video address) with brief
elaboration by Mr Robert Guei, FAO Subregional Coordinator for West Africa
Mr Gilbert F. Houngbo, President, IFAD, Rome, Italy. Represented by Mr Lisandro
Martin, Director for the West and Central Africa Region
Representative of the World Bank
Representative of the European Union
Representative of the Africa Union
Mr Ibrahim Lumumba Idi-Issa, Deputy Executive Secretary, CILSS
M. Jean-Marc Chataigner, Special Envoy for the Sahel, France
Mr. Heiko Warnken, Ministry of Development Cooperation (BMZ), Germany
Dr Agnes Kalibata, President, Alliance for a Green Revolution in Africa represented by
Dr. Fadel Ndiame, Vice President for Policy and State Capability
Felix Finkbeiner, Plant for the Planet
Voices from the Grassroots
Mme Aida Mbo Keita, Minister of the Environment for Sanitation and Sustainable
Development, Republic of Mali
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Thematic Parallel Sessions
Thematic Parallel Sessions Set 1: 11 am, Tuesday, 26th February 2019

Baobab room 1
1.

Tracking the spread: Tools and systems for monitoring the
spread of farmer-managed natural regeneration & land
restoration successes

Facilitator and Speakers

Chris Armitage, Global EverGreening Alliance (GEA)
Sebastian Mathews, GEA
Salima Mahamoudou, World Resources Institute
Faustine Zoveda, FAO
Peter Alele, CI/Vital Signs
Jacob Wambaya, CRIFSUP
David Smetana, ESRI

Abstract

This session will explore and showcase some of the most promising tools and systems
for monitoring the spread of FMNR and land restoration successes. Speakers will
provide insights into the requirements of various interest groups and conventions, the
ways in which tools and systems can be applied across different contexts and at different
scales, and the ways in which data can be most appropriately captured and verified,
both remotely and at the field-level.
The session will also explore the constraints, challenges and trade-offs associated with
developing approaches that can be consistently applied across diverse contexts, the
challenges associated with consolidating sensitive project data from a variety of actors
spanning multiple sectors, and the innovative frameworks and technologies that are
emerging to address these challenges.

2.

Value chains and business development in tree-based systems

Baobab room 2
Facilitator and Speakers

Jean-Marc Garreau, SOS SAHEL International, France
Colonel Gora Ndiaye, Former Inspector of waters and forests, Region of Louga, Senegal
Adeline Traore, Shea Products Union, (UGPPK) Houet, Burkina Faso
Ahmat Agala, Focal Point Gum Arabic, Department of the Environment, Water and Fishing,
Chad
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Abstract

Agroforestry systems provide products sought on national and international markets.
The development of value chains requires improving all stages from production
to processing and marketing, without omitting the resource management and the
organization of producers. From three examples, SOS SAHEL illustrates the complexity
of these value chains, their great potential for development, and their multiple benefits.
-

The band of filao in Senegal to protect the coastline from coastal erosion. The
industry that is regulated by the State is beneficial to women’s groups
Shea butter in Burkina Faso has allowed the creation of a company completely
run by women making a high-quality shea butter, including a portion exported
with organic quality
Production of gum Arabic in Chad mobilizes a growing number of producers
and fits into a complex multisectoral vision of rural development.

-

3.

Building-up the evidence on economic benefits from
agroforestry and farmer-managed natural regeneration

Balanzan room
Facilitator and Speakers

Silke Schwedes, GIZ (Initiative ELD)
Amadou Tougiani Abasse, INRAN Maradi
Vanja Westerberg, ALTUS Impact
Salifou Nouhou Jangorzo, Université de Dan Dicko Dankoulodo, Maradi
Chris Reij, World Resources Institute

Abstract

The establishment of SDG 15, as well as far-reaching commitments on the national
and international level to take action, reflect growing concerns about ongoing land
degradation trends and loss of biodiversity. Initiatives like “The Economics of Ecosystems
and Biodiversity (TEEB)” and “The Economics of Land Degradation (ELD)” drive the
attention of political decision-makers, the private sector and civil society towards the
loss of ecosystem services and their negative economic consequences, and at the
same time highlighting the benefits of sustainable land management. Unsustainable
agricultural practices are amongst the key drivers of land degradation, accelerated
soil erosion, deforestation and loss of soil fertility. Agroforestry can be one of the
key solutions towards the development of climate-resilient, diverse and sustainable
agricultural systems, which provide multiple benefits. The session will highlight results
from research on economic benefits, and will undertake a needs assessment regarding
further evidence (or to more effectively communicate existing evidence). Results
from several case studies with emphasis on West Africa (Niger, Mali, and Senegal) are
discussed.
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4.

Investing for rangelands restoration: challenges and
implication for food and nutritional security

Karite room
Facilitator and Speakers

Razingrim Ouedraogo, International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN)
Speaker from the IUCN
PRAPS regional coordinator

Abstract

Rangeland ecosystems dominate many West African countries, and livestock farming
accounts for around 40% of agricultural GDP. Rangelands are an important source of
food and income for pastoral communities and play a critical role in climate change
mitigation and biodiversity conservation. However, more than a third of rangelands
are affected by land degradation as a result of overexploitation and mismanagement
of resources. These pressures are driven by numerous factors, including weak land
tenure, land grabbing, and conflicts with agriculture and mining. Rangeland degradation
contributes in turn to greater poverty and instability in the region and is a factor in outmigration. Restoration of rangeland landscapes brings multiple social, economic and
environmental benefits. Global attention to landscape restoration is currently high, as
evidenced by commitments to the AFR100 initiative and the Bonn Challenge. However,
rangelands are poorly reflected in current restoration initiatives and commitments.
This is against the spirit of such initiatives and is contrary to the principles of Land
Degradation Neutrality, as laid down by the UNCCD.
This session will raise public awareness on the benefits of rangelands and the opportunities
for rangeland restoration. It will examine rangeland restoration approaches, particularly
through support for sustainable pastoralism. The event will conclude with discussion on
tactics for raising rangeland restoration in global and national policy dialogue.

Thematic Parallel Sessions Set 2: 1.30 pm, Tuesday, 26th
February 2019
5.

Capacity building for scaling-up land restoration: the role of a
leadership academy, online training and other tools

Baobab room 1
Facilitator and Speakers

Robert Winterbottom, EverGreening Global Alliance (GEA)
Dennis Garrity, GEA
Karin Bucht, ELTI, Yale University
Sarah McKenzie, FMNR Hub, World Vision
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Mathieu Ouedraogo, MARP Network
Abasse Tougiani, INRA, Niger
Sadou Doumbo, Oasis Program, University of California, Berkeley

Abstract

This session will explore the needs and opportunities for capacity building to strengthen
and accelerate the scaling up of landscape restoration, with a focus on facilitating and
accelerating the widespread adoption of FMNR.
The session will begin with a presentation on the mission, framework for operation and
recent developments related to the formal establishment of the EverGreening Africa
Academy. The Academy aims to strengthen the technical capacity of early to mid-career
professionals working in forestry, agriculture, community development and related
sectors with a role to play in implementing the scaling up of evergreening practices such
as FMNR.
The session will also include two presentations to present recent experiences with
online learning, including 1) the proven approaches and established networks of the
Environmental Leadership and Training Initiative (ELTI) managed by the Yale University
School of Forestry and Environmental Studies, and 2) online training on FMNR provided
through the FMNR Hub and supporting training programs of World Vision Australia.
TA panel of practitioners and resource persons will share their ideas about the needs and
opportunities for capacity building initiatives that could play a major role in accelerating
the widespread adoption and scaling up of FMNR.

6.

Training on using economic valuation to inform integrated
planning for ecosystem management and influence policy
(part 1)

Baobab room 2
Facilitator and Speakers

Chris Magero, International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN)
Dr. Vanja Westerberg, ELD
Fayçal Siddikou Boureima, Global Convergence, IUCN consultant
Sareme Gebre, IUCN Business and Biodiversity Programme
Speaker from the Global Mechanism, UNCCD
Josef Garvi, Sahara Sahel Foods
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Abstract

The global, national and local benefits to be expected from the Great Green Wall
initiative are manifold, including higher land productivity and biodiversity, reduced
greenhouse gas emissions, improved adaptation options and capacities.
The cultural and socio-economic weaknesses of private sector engagement in the
GGW include sparse knowledge of the values of dryland ecosystems. Livelihoods in the
Sahel and the GGW region are largely dependent on the landscape which is the heart
of ecosystem services that support livestock production, crops, energy and income
within households. However, the available knowledge on ecosystem services values is
inadequate and highly disjointed, without any synthesis elaborating on the returns on
investment in these services.
This training workshop aims to increase the capacities of stakeholders in identifying
investment priorities and attracting private sector actors by “enabling investments” for
the implementation of sustainable land management policies, and the scaling-up of
good practices.

7.

Improved soils for improved lives – how farmer-managed
natural regeneration & agroforestry contribute to better soils

Balanzan room
Facilitator and Speakers

Andre Bationo, IFDC
Jules Bayala, ICRAF
Vincent Bado, ICRISAT
Ibrahima Diedhou, University of Thies, Senegal
Virendra Pal Singh, CIAT & Global EverGreening Alliance
Jes Weigelt, TMG Research

Abstract

Most soils of the Sahel are poor compared to most other parts of the world. They have
an inherently poor fertility because they are very old and lack volcanic rejuvenation,
and have undergone cycles of weathering, erosion and leaching, leaving them poor
in nutrients. Inappropriate land use, poor management and lack of inputs have led
to a decline in productivity. In addition to low inherent fertility, Sahelian soil nutrient
balances are often negative indicating that farmers are mining their soils.
Soil organic matter (SOM) plays key roles in nutrient retention and availability, soil
structure maintenance and the soil water regime. SOM is a depletable natural resource
capital and, like the negative nutrient balances, its decline threatens soil productivity.
However, such declines are site-specific and heavily depend on management practices
such as the choice of the cropping system, soil tillage and the application of mineral and
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organic soil amendments. This session will focus on available options to maintain and
increase soil organic carbon to improve crop productivity and ecosystem services.

8.

Restoring drylands and empowering small holder farmers:
lessons from the Drylands Development Programme

Karite room
Facilitator and Speakers

Patrice Savadogo, World Agroforestry (ICRAF)
Phosiso Sola, (ICRAF)
George Okwach, ICRAF
Assefa Tofu, World Vision Ethiopia
Jedidah Mwendwa, World Vision
Salamatou Bagnou, CARE, Niger
Bianivo Mounkoro, Sahel Eco, Mali
Tuina Stephane, SNV, Burkina Faso

Abstract

The Drylands Development Programme (DryDev) is a multisectoral initiative that
began in 2014 and seeks to transform rural livelihoods of smallholder farmers in five
drylands countries of the Sahel and the Horn of Africa. Significant progress has been
made, and numerous lessons and evidence have been generated in enhancing food and
water security, economic development and environmental sustainability. This session
will share experiences, present evidence and facilitate learning among policy makers,
scientists, extension agents and farmers. It will start with a brief key note address on
programme approaches and outcomes, followed by case studies on the integration of
water management and landscape restoration, and will wrap up with a reflection by
panelists on the deliberations. They will draw on their knowledge and experience to
highlight further gaps in integrating water management in forest and land restoration
strategies and initiatives.

Thematic Parallel Sessions Set 3: 3.30 pm, Tuesday, 26th
February 2019
9.

The role of mass media and communications in scaling-up
land restoration

Karite room
Facilitator and Speakers
Patrick Worms, ICRAF
Christopher Reij, WRI
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Amadou Tangara, Tree Aid Mali
Speaker from the Network Institute of Free University, Amsterdam
Speaker from Justdiggit
Felix Finkbeiner, Plant for the Planet

Abstract

The media have proven to be an exceptionally effective vehicle for the massive scalingup of simple, low-cost practices for land restoration such as FMNR. This session will
discuss a number of experiences in deploying media solutions for this purpose. These will
include the experiences Tree Aid Mali and Farm Radio Mali; work on linking ICT, mobile
phones and radio in Mali by The Network Institute of Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam;
and innovative communication and extension work in promoting FMNR in the Dodoma
region of Tanzania by JustDiggit.

10. Connecting farmer-managed natural regeneration and
evergreen agriculture to food relief programs
Balanzan room

Facilitator and Speakers
Tony Rinaudo, World Vision Australia
Cathy Watson & Clement Okia, World Agroforestry (ICRAF)
Geoffrey Ocen Kotchwer, World Vision Uganda
Christopher Hoffman, World Vision East Africa Regional Office

Abstract

An unprecedented 68.5 million people around the world have been forced from their
homes. Among them are nearly 25.4 million refugees. (UNHCR, 2018). Many of these
people are living in refugee camps and settlements, and they rely on local natural
resources to one degree or another. One of the great impacts of camps and settlements
is harvesting of trees for fuel wood, construction, and the clearing of land for agriculture.
In this way, refugees sometimes exert a heavy toll on the local environment, with long
lasting negative impacts, affecting local populations and increasingly, discouraging host
governments from opening their borders. This session explores current and possible
future solutions and how to turn a crisis into an opportunity.
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11. Training on using economic valuation to inform integrated
planning for ecosystem management and influence policy
(part 2 – continuation of Session 6)
Baobab room 1
12. How to Massively Accelerate the Scaling-Up of Land
Restoration in the Sahel
Baobab room 2
Facilitator and Speakers

Susan Chomba, World Agroforestry (ICRAF)
Patrick Worms, World Agroforestry (ICRAF)
Elvis Tangem, Africa Union Commission GGWIS
Amaury Hoste, Delegation of the European Union in Mali
Patrice Savadogo, World Agroforestry (ICRAF)
Diawary Bouare, Oxfam Mali
Seyni K Traore, Direction Nationale Des Eaux et Forêts (DNEF), Mali
Jes Weiglet, TMG Research

Abstract

Approximately 65% of the agricultural land in sub-Saharan Africa is classified as
degraded. African land degradation is estimated to cost $68 billion annually, while
reducing the agricultural Gross Domestic Product by 3%. Recently, there has been a
growing momentum towards reversing land degradation through large scale restoration
on the continent. For example, the Bonn Challenge promises to restore 150 million
hectares by 2020; and 350 million hectares by 2030. Responding to the Bonn challenge,
the African Union pledged to restore 100 million hectares by 2030. Other multilateral
and bilateral initiatives, such as the Regreening Africa Programme, have since emerged.
There is a pressing need for scaling-up solutions across the vast areas that remain
degraded. So how do we consolidate and accelerate the ongoing initiatives and activities?
How do we ensure land restoration is driven by and suited to local needs? That the
reported outcomes and impacts are evidence-based? How do we ensure governments
are making conducive policies, investments and citizen mobilization? And how do we
mobilize funding and coordinate the diverse sets actors involved in regreening on the
African continent?
This session brings together partners under the African Forest Landscape Restoration
Initiative (AFR100), the Great Green Wall Initiative of the Sahel, and the Reversing Land
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Degradation in Africa by Scaling-up Evergreen Agriculture (Regreening Africa) Project,
along with governments, farmer associations and funding agencies to discuss these
pressing questions.

Thematic Parallel Sessions Set 4: 8.30 am, Wednesday,
27th February 2019
13. Agroecology in practice in the Sahel
Baobab room 1
Facilitator and Speakers

Caterina Batello, Facilitator
Makhfousse Sarr, FAO
Amadou Allahoury, FAO, Mali
Ibrahima Coulibaly, President, ROPPA
Ibrahim AG Sindibla, PanAfrican Agency for the Great Green Wall
Jules Bayala, World Agroforestry (ICRAF)
Emile Frisson, IPES Food
Marie Kiebre Toe, Burkina Faso
Khady Ndoye, Sénégal
Johannes Goudjanou, Benin

Abstract

In April 2018, FAO organized an international symposium with an objective for
agroecology to move from dialogue to action at the regional and national levels. It
provided an opportunity to share ideas and experiences, and to discuss policies and
actions that would ensure that agroecology contributes to the achievement of the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and supports family farming. In this perspective,
FAO is part of a dynamic support for agroecology transition initiatives at national
and regional level to address the climate and food and nutrition security challenges.
Agroecological approaches are a paradigm for sustainable agriculture, and they present
a real alternative to reconcile productivity, environmental protection and social equity.
The initiatives presented during the session will focus on supporting the agricultural
sector, a social and economic pillar of West African societies that accounts for 35% of
the Gross Domestic Product and employs 65% of the active population.
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14. Strategies for empowering women and youth to engage in land
restoration
Baobab room 2
Facilitator and Speakers

Kadidia Cisse, CARE Mali
Fatoumata Batta, ANSD, Burkina Faso
Pierre Dembele, Executive Secretary, Sahel Eco
Dan Banuoko, Program Director CIKOD, Northern Ghana
Abstract
An effective approach to scale out regreening, effective natural resource management,

and promotion of FMNR in the Sahelian countries of West Africa must empower both
women and youth to engage and benefit from this process. The absence of gender-aware
and youth-sensitive strategies can significantly undermine efforts for land restoration,
and sustainable environmental management. While this insight is often acknowledged
in theory, many initiatives to scale out FMNR and land restoration find it a challenge.
Major socio-cultural constraints inhibit the ability to engage both women and youth in
household and community level decision-making, In many contexts, women’s role in
obtaining firewood, or youth’s interest to earning money through charcoal production,
or setting fires for hunting, or work in land preparation, have detrimental effects.
This session will highlight case studies from Burkina Faso, Mali and northern Ghana
in empowering and engaging women and youth and ensuring that they have a direct
interest to adopt new natural resource management and agroecological practices for
regreening.

15. Case study: the experience of Sahel Eco in promoting FMNR in
Mali
Karite room
Facilitator and Speakers

Pierre Dembele, Sahel Eco, Mali
Zazé Norbert Dembélé, President, Sahel Eco
Mamadou Diakité, Member of the Board of Directors, Sahel Eco
Drissa Gana, Project Coordinator, Sahel Eco
Abdoulaye Diallo, ONG AMCFE

Abstract

Farmers in the arid areas of the Sahel in Mali face a number of challenges including
food insecurity, loss of soil fertility, climate change, deforestation, and rural poverty. A
number of good agroforestry practices, such as Farmer Managed Natural Regeneration
(FMNR), and sustainable land and water management have been promoted by various

20

Beating Famine in the Sahel

stakeholders. They have had promising results in increasing vegetative cover and crop
yields, and in restoring soils. Several studies, and the testimonies of farmers, have
revealed that FMNR makes it possible to increase agricultural yields. Many soils are
poor and have low levels of organic matter, which means that even if farmers could
afford to buy mineral fertilizers, their use would be inefficient. To improve the soil’s
ability to store moisture and retain nutrients, soil organic matter must be increased, but
smallholder farmers generally do not have enough livestock to adequately fertilize their
fields (5-10 tons of fertilizer are usually needed per hectare). In such conditions, the
best way to increase soil organic matter is to increase the density of trees in the field.
Trees increase soil organic matter and they fix atmospheric nitrogen. N-fixing species
such as Faidherbia albida, can double crop yields.
The increase in the number of trees on farms through FMNR also contributes to the
production of firewood and reduces women’s working time for firewood collection.
FMNR increases community incomes through the sale of agricultural production, timber,
fodder, edible leaves, and other products. There has also been an improvement in the
production of aerial grazing for animals. Despite these many advantages, there are still
several constraints that hinder the widespread adoption of FMNR.

16. Unearthing synergies: land restoration and the transformation
of pastoralist-farmer conflict
Baobab room 2
Facilitator and Speakers

Alan Channer, EverGreening Global Alliance
Patrick Worms, World Agroforestry (ICRAF)
Imam Muhammad Ashafa &
Pastor James Wuye, Interfaith Mediation Centre, Kaduna, Nigeria
Speaker from GIZ, Mali
Louise Brown, African Development Bank
Speaker from Sahel Eco

Abstract

Mobile pastoralists and sedentary farmers have co-existed peacefully in the Sahel for
centuries. However, over recent decades, a combination of land degradation, climate
change, population pressure and political manipulation have strained relations between
them to the breaking point in many regions. Tens of thousands of people have been
killed and hundreds of thousands displaced as a result of pastoralist-farmer conflict in
Nigeria alone. The resulting insecurity hampers development, erodes governance and
allows non-state armed actors to flourish. Forging synergies between land restoration
and peacebuilding provides a key entry point to both reviving landscapes and restoring
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livelihoods in these adverse circumstances. Trees are vital to pastoralists and farmers
alike, and collaboration in farmer-managed and pastoralist-assisted natural regeneration
can confer a win-win-win for both communities and the environment. This session will
explore peacebuilding successes between pastoralists and farmers after lethal conflicts
in Kaduna State, Nigeria, and sustainable land management successes, involving the
reinvigoration of farmer-pastoralist reciprocal ties, by the Barahogon Associations of
Mali. Both of these initiatives are pioneering, bottom-up approaches led by faith and
traditional community leaders. Learning from the dynamics of each initiative will help
generate land-peace programmes for scaling-up across the conflict-prone regions of the
Sahel.

Thematic Parallel Session Set 5: 1.30 pm, Wednesday, 27th February
2019
17. Leveraging the policy enabling environment to support the
scaling-up of land restoration for food security
Baobab room 1
Facilitator and Speakers

Facilitator: Dennis Garrity, Drylands Ambassador, UNCCD & Chair, Global Evergreening
Alliance
Panel 1
Mr Achim Steiner, Administrator, UNDP
Amb JM Chataignier, Special Envoy for the Sahel, France
Mr Robert Guei, FAO Subregional Coordinator for West Africa
Mme Aida Mbo Keita, Minister of the Environment for Sanitation and Sustainable
Development, Republic of Mali
Panel 2
Mr. Heiko Warnken, Ministry of Development Cooperation (BMZ), Germany
Remi Hemryck, President, SOS Sahel
Dr Agnes Kalibata, President, Alliance for a Green Revolution in Africa represented by Dr.
Fadel Ndiame, Vice President for Policy and State Capability
Emile Frison, IPES Food
Patrick Kipalu, Rights and Resources Initiative

Abstract

Policy reform has been shown to be a crucial aspect to incentivize farmers and remove
roadblocks to the massive adoption of land restoration practices in the Sahel. For
example, policy changes have stimulated the spread of farmer-managed natural
regeneration across millions of small-scale farms in Niger, Mali, and other countries
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in recent years. There are many additional policy directions that could support more
effective land restoration and food security in the drylands. This session will bring
together a diverse group of policymakers and professionals. They will discuss and
highlight the most critical policy areas where progress is needed to further reinforce
advances in achieving sustainable land use systems in the region. The session will be
conducted as two successive ‘hard talk’ dialogues among the panelists that seek bring
out the most critical policy areas that demand more focused attention.

18. How can sustainable wood energy production complement
FMNR approaches and contribute to Forest Landscape
Restoration (AFR100) goals? Examples of German
Development Cooperation (Madagascar, Togo, Mali
Baobab room 2
Facilitator and Speakers

Jacques Nyembe, GIZ
Heiko Warnken, BMZ
Eric Rabenasolo, DG Forests, Ministry of Environment, Madagascar
Representative of Togolese Ministry of Environment and Forestry (tbc)
GIZ Mali FMNR and Evergreen Agriculture Expert

Abstract

Without wood 4 out of 5 people in Sub Saharan Africa (SSA) cannot cook food or
sterilize water (IEA 2014). The demand for energy wood (fuelwood and charcoal) is set
to increase by 2030 by 40%, despite the growing improvements in access to electricity
and gas. With urbanization the demand mainly for charcoal will continue to rise.
The production of charcoal will increase negative impacts on forests and trees in the
landscape, but it will also have positive impacts on employment and income in rural
areas. In the long term alternative energy supplies (electricity, gas, etc.) need to be
found. But in the medium and short term, the growing demand for wood needs to be
met sustainably. Currently, one third of global wood energy supply is not harvested in
a sustainable manner. In SSA forest degradation is mainly linked to unsustainable wood
energy use. Wood harvested for fuelwood and charcoal is not replanted or it takes too
long to regrow. This destroys forested areas and soils and puts people living in regions
with already degraded landscapes in the Sahel at risk.
The AFR100 initiative aims to bring 100 million hectares of forest and tree-rich
landscapes under restoration by 2030. One of the most successful FLR approaches in
the Sahel region is Farmer Managed Natural Regeneration (FMNR). Approaches like
FMNR and political initiatives and concepts need to consider how energy wood can be
supplied sustainably in future.
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The Federal Ministry of Economic Development and Cooperation (BMZ) implemented
by GIZ and KfW is promoting sustainable wood energy production in many countries
in SSA. In Madagascar the approach has been successfully tested and provides a good
practice example for the sustainable provision of wood energy. It has not only increased
the sustainable supply, it has also protected natural forests and doubled the income
of the participating population. Togo provides an example of how FLR and sustainable
wood energy supply can be brought together. In Mali, FMNR has been successfully
tested together with approaches to provide sustainable wood energy.

19. Land restoration and food nutrition
Flamboyant room
Facilitator and Speakers

Dougbedji Fatondji, ICRISAT
Larwanou Mahamane, ICRISAT
Patrice Savadogo, World Agroforestry (ICRAF)

Abstract

This session will focus on the land restoration approaches to improve food access,
nutrition and livelihoods of rural populations living in arid and semi-arid zones where
food insecurity and land degradation are severe and interconnected problems. Land
degradation leads to soil fertility decline with the loss of its natural productivity, and
the reduction of ecosystem services. Many technologies are being tested as promising
solution to land restoration thereby mitigating climate change and the resilience of
rural population. The presentations of scientific findings will focus on (i) multi-scale
land bio-reclamation of degraded lands the offer an appropriate strategy and means of
diversification of food sources, (ii) successes in upscaling land restoration techniques that
create a paradigm shift to effective and sustainable tree, crop and livestock production
for more profitability and landscape and livelihood resilience, and (iii) boosting yields
on existing agricultural lands through sustainable agricultural practices and water
management, combined with the use of new drought-resistant crop varieties,.
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20. Large-scale restoration and water mobilization for resilience
building, climate change, adaptation and drought
management
Balanzan room
Facilitator and Speakers

Nora Berrahmouni, FAO
Speaker from IER, Mali
Tiipalga, Burkina Faso
Tera Union, Niger
Moctar Sacande, FAO
Coumba Sow, FAO
Valere Nzeyamana, FAO
Representatives from AUC, PAGGW, EU, AfDB, UNCCD

Abstract

Climate change in the Sahel is putting at risk agriculture, forestry, pastoral production
and food systems. Crop and forest producers, trees growers and herders are facing
increasing challenges related to climate change. Common problems affecting the
productivity and livelihoods of local communities are drought, erratic rains, floods,
heat, crop and animal disease outbreaks. These challenges are undermining the social,
environmental and economic conditions of the local population, which lead to rural
unemployment, further poverty and uncontrolled migration. Well-targeted climate
change adaptation and mitigation measures will help improve the social and economic
conditions of the local populations living in fragile ecosystems of the Sahel and build
their resilience.
The session is designed around a panel discussion where speakers are invited to
respond to questions and showcase approaches and practices implemented in field
projects supported by FAO and partners hand-in-hand with Sahelian communities. It
will focus on nature and community-based solutions (mobilization of biodiversity, water
and communities) for enhancing resilience of livelihoods and landscapes in the Sahel:
(i) The first panel discussion focuses on large- scale restoration for small scale farming:
combining the science with local knowledge, including through land preparation, water
harvesting technologies, and the use of the locally-adapted and rich biodiversity of the
Sahel (trees, shrubs and grasses) to meet the ecological, social and economic needs in
support of the Great Green Wall for the Sahara and the Sahel Initiative – cases studies
from the AAD project in support to the GGW.
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(ii) The second panel focuses on improving access to and efficient and sustainable
use of water resources through water harvesting and water storage using rain water
cisterns and small-scale irrigation techniques, adapted and renewable energy-based
technologies for agriculture development, restoration, and efficient water use.
(iii) The last session will be a panel of high-level decision makers / representatives to get

their feedback, and share their thoughts and ideas for scaling-up.

21. Shifting public and donor investment to regreening
Karite room
Facilitator and Speakers

Peter Gubbels, Groundswell International
Fatoumata Batta, ANSD, Burkina Faso
Dan Banuoko, Program Director, CIKOD
Dennis Garrity, Global EverGreening Alliance

Abstract

This session reviews the heavy public cost of fertilizer subsidies (taking up the majority
of Ministry of Agriculture budgets), and the myriad of problems in administering them;
their lack of sustainability, as they does not address fundamental soil fertility needs;
their poor or negative cost effectiveness; and their lack of impact over time.
It then present evidence for viable alternatives based on experiences in Malawi with
fertilizer tree-based farming that reduces fertilizer subsidies and delivers better-lasting
results. Efforts to influence policies, incentives, institutional changes, training of
extension staff will be discussed.
It then focuses on the progress being made to develop strategies and programs to
promote fertilizer tree-based farming, linked with reforms of FISPs at a national level,
lessons learned, efforts to influence policies, incentives, institutional changes, and
extension staff training in Ghana and Burkina Faso.
Finally, it will lay out a vision with recommendations for how to re-allocate public/private
resources from fertilizer subsidies to fertilizer tree-based farming with integrated soil
fertility management as a cost-effective way forward.
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Thematic Parallel Sessions Set 6: 3.30 pm, Wednesday,
27th February 2019
22. Land Restoration for resilience building, climate change
adaptation & drought management
Baobab room 1
Facilitator and Speakers

Tony Rinaudo, World Vision
Richard Dick, Ohio State University
Assefa Tofu, World Vision
Frank HJ van Schoubroeck, FarmTree Services
Elie Kodsi, UNDP

Abstract

This session explores how land restoration through practices such as farmer- managed
natural regeneration, bush regrowth management, and integrated development
approaches increase resilience, help communities adapt to climate change and provide
strategies for drought management. These approaches also include natural resource
management, tree planting, soil conservation, water harvesting, irrigation, improved
crops and livestock, farmer group formation and value chain development.
Exciting research findings from Senegal will describe how intensive management of
native bushes increases adaptation and drought tolerance, through processes such as
hydraulic lift and water re-distribution, and increased soil microbial activity. A versatile
farm-tree-modelling tool will be described and presented, which helps farmers predict
the impact of on-farm trees through FMNR and tree planting.

23. Towards more sustainable cotton production in West Africa -the case of Benin
Baobab room 2
Facilitator and Speakers
Silke Schwedes, GIZ
Vanja Westerberg, ALTUS Impact
ProSOL, Benin or CIRAD
Luc Gnacadja, former Executive Secretary, UNCCD

Abstract

Cotton is the world’s most important non-food crop. Africa grows around 10% of the
world’s total cotton harvest. Of the 12 leading African cotton-producing countries, 8
are in West Africa. Cotton was celebrated as white gold when it was introduced in the
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1960’s, but negative environmental and health impacts became evident over time. This
highlighted the need for improved soil fertility management and a more cautious use
of pesticides. This session will take a critical look at the impacts of cotton production
systems increase resilience, help communities adapt to climate change, and provide
strategies for drought management. It will discuss the options for a transformation
towards biological production, soil restoration, crop rotation, and integrated soil fertility
management. It will focus on the political aspects, as well as on-the-ground action.

24. Climate smart agroforestry technologies up-scaling and
resilience-building in Mali
Balanzan room
Facilitator and Speakers

Mark Doyle / Macki Cissoko, USAID, Mali
Ann Degrande, ICRAF
Aminata Fofana & Mamadou Diallo CRS Mali
Baou Diane & Lassana Traore, Aga Khan Foundation, Mali
Souleymane Goita & Josue Goita, World Vision, Mali

Abstract

Poverty rates remain high in Sub-Saharan Africa, with 76% of the total population
and 87% of the rural population living on less than two dollars a day. Although 80% of
Malians rely on small-scale agriculture for food and income generation, the country is
affected by chronic food insecurity. The causes of food insecurity in Mali include low soil
fertility and land degradation, water scarcity, a weak enabling environment, inadequate
policies for sustainable agricultural intensification, and recurrent climate change and
variability. Nutritional insecurity is more severe in rural areas where the population,
mainly pregnant women and children, can hardly meet their basic caloric needs.
Addressing these constraints in the rural areas of Mali requires participatory, innovative
approaches that bring together all development stakeholders, including smallholder
farmers and local communities, to adopt context-adapted, proven, and appropriate
agroforestry practices.
The USAID Feed the Future SmAT-Scaling project has responded to the current technology
diffusion challenges, in the context of climate change and sustainable agricultural
intensification, in a way that catalyzes adoption. This session brings together national
and international NGOs, private sector and government partners to present and discuss
5 years of achievements, challenges and lessons learnt, in bringing technologies to scale
under drastic climate change in security-affected zones in Mali.

28

Beating Famine in the Sahel

25. Land restoration for disaster risk reduction and resilience
Karite room
Facilitator and Speakers
Olaf Westermann, CRS, Baltimore
Mary Allen, Practical Action
Ibrahim Bakoye, Climate Change Adaptation and Livelihoods Team Lead, Niger
Amanda Lewis, CRS, West Africa Region

Abstract

Building resilience entails understanding vulnerabilities, capacities, risks and stressors,
and engaging stakeholders for community-owned solutions to achieve a more
stable future. Mary Allen from Practical Action explains the conceptual framework
“Vulnerability to Resilience”, while Catholic Relief Services illustrates on-the-ground
applications in Ethiopia, Malawi, Mali and Niger. In each of these experiences, restoring
degraded land and supporting community management of natural resources led to
increased food security and resilience to shocks and stressors. Engagement with local
governance structures improved capacity to access services and to tackle bridge-building
for systems-level change. In Ethiopia, Niger and Mali, degraded natural resources
were identified as key drivers of vulnerability. Through community-led Disaster Risk
Reduction approaches, communities were empowered to undertake restoration for
enhanced resilience. In Malawi, strengthening community skills in watershed restoration
ultimately reduced the need for food assistance during a subsequent drought. All three
experiences demonstrate the urgency of restoring degraded natural resources while
building community resilience.

26. The business of restoring degraded lands: taking successes to
scale and unlocking finances
Flamboyant room
Facilitator and Speakers
Salima Mahamoudou, World Resources Institute (WRI)
Marie Veyrier, Global Shea Alliance

Abstract

There has never been a better time to invest in land restoration. Restoring degraded land
has the potential to become big business. Entrepreneurs and community co-operatives
are finding new ways to make money from sustainably managed farms and forests.
Some are responding to governmental incentives; others are responding directly to the
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market, restoring land to generate new products and services, or to differentiate their
offerings from the competition.
Join us in a discussion around the development of a business perspective to land
restoration. The Global Shea Alliance will share some of the emerging challenges
in meeting shea demand in Ghana, while presenting the promising prospective of
responding to market demand with integrated restoration approaches. ICRAF will
further that discussion by presenting their “Tree-Crop Approach” to land restoration
while stressing the need to ensure a cash-flow for the communities during the first years
of implantation. The World Resources Institute will conclude by sharing their recent
work in linking bankable restoration businesses with impact investors and other types
of innovative financing. Join us for a deep dive on to “scale up restoration with business
models”.
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